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Istook to Lead Historic Debate on Cutting Waste 
 
 WASHINGTON, D. C. -- The U.S. Congress votes this week on cutting the size of the 

government by 1.4% across-the-board, and Oklahoma Congressman Ernest Istook (R, Warr Acres) 

has been picked to manage the landmark legislation.  

The 1.4% reduction in all government agencies will allow Congress to balance the budget 

without raising taxes or raiding the Social Security trust fund.  Social Security benefits,  Medicare 

benefits, and veterans’ benefits will not be reduced, and federal workers will not have their pay cut, 

Istook says.  Instead, federal bureaucracies will have to cut waste, fraud and abuse within their own 

budgets.  

“Our families find a way to tighten their belts when they must; it’s time for Uncle Sam 

to do the same thing, and live within his means,” said Istook.  “If federal agencies can’t trim by 

1.4%, then we’ve got the wrong people running those agencies, and we need new ones.  

There’s not a single federal program that can’t spare a penny-and-a-half out of every dollar.”  

Some examples of government waste:   

• The most recent government audit found that federal agencies were unable to account for over 
$800 billion in government assets. (GAO Audit)   

 
• The Pentagon had to report as missing two $4 million aircraft engines, two $850,000 tugboats, 

and a $1 million missile launcher. (DOD Audit) 
 
• Erroneous Medicare payments waste over $20 billion annually. (GAO Audit) 
 
• One out of every $18 spent in the Section 8 Housing Program is wasted according to HUD’s 

own Inspector General. (GAO Audit) 
 
• Delays in disposing of more than 41,000 HUD properties costs taxpayers more than a $1 million 

per day.  (HUD Audit) 
 
• Approximately 26,000 deceased persons received $8.5 million in food stamps.  (Budget 

Committee Report)  
 
• SSI fraud exceeds $1 billion a year, including a convicted murderer who received more than 

$75,000 in SSI disability during his 14 years on death row.  (AP wire story) 
 
• The Park Service spent an average of $584,000 per home at Yosemite, when comparable 

houses’ near the park costs were between $102,000 and $250,000. (Dept of the Interior IG 
Report) 

 
• The government lost over $3.3 billion on students who never paid back their loans. (GAO 

Report) 
 
• A defense contractor charged the government $714 for an electric bell worth only $46. (Budget 

Committee Report)    
-30- 



 


